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Abstract

Mahabhasya is the most celebrated commentary composed by Maharsi
Patafjali. Of the 4000 sutras of Astadhyayi, around 1700 sutras come under
the purview of Mahabhasya. This text basically tries to explain the
Grammatical Concepts, by logically developing the concepts through
questions thought of in various angles, providing explanation to each
question and if needed providing illustrations drawn across from Vedas to
Kavyas to daily life.

The concepts strung together in Mahabhasya can be better understood
through a device called Tantrayukti. The compound Tantrayukti denotes
those devices that aid the composition of a text in a systematic manner to
convey intended ideas clearly. When seen through the lens of Tantrayukti,
the protocol employed in Mahabhasya will be crystal clear.

With this background, this paper outlines the study of,

1.Methodological Aspect - Usage of Tantrayukti in the construction of
Bhagya.

2.Analytical Aspect - Usage of Tantrayukti-s to discover the patterns in
Bhasya. By the study of the repeating pattern of Tantrayukti-s in Bhasya,
methodology used by Patafijali to explain concepts can be unearthed.

3.Interpretational Aspect - Usage of Tantrayukti as a tool which help in
interpreting and understanding the insights of Bhasya.
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Introduction

Treatises in Indian Knowledge System were composed based on Scientific
and Theoretical Deduction Method. Superstructure of a text was built based
on this method. This method was developed as a protocol to be used in any
standard treatise. The transition from Thought to Thesis had to be a very
well-organized format. There were many evaluating tools which would help
an author string together a single theme throughout his text.

These tools(dTcud - fAues - Egamfay: are,
Introduction and Conclusion (3UshATTHERY)

Repetition (313418H:)
Uniqueness (379&dT)

Benefits (theld)

Explanation (379dTe;:)
Favouring arguments (3U4d:)

o g k~ w npoE

With the help of these tools, thoughts in the mind of the author were
presented in a scientific method. These tools (AT - v - Ergamfe)

expanded can be called as Tantrayukti. Mention of Tantrayukti is seen in
Koutilya’s Artha Sastra?(500 BCE), Charaka’s Charaka Sambhita® (pre 2nd
Century CE), Sushruta’s SusérutaSamhita® (200 CE, 600 CE),
Astangasangraha(300 — 400 CE), Vishnu-Dharmottara-Puranam®,
Tantrayuktivicara (900 CE) and some other texts. Koutilya list out
tantrayukti-s in the 15" Adhikarana of ArthaSastra.

What is Tantrayukti?

Tantrayukti is a compound word consisting of two words Tantra and Y ukti.
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Tantra means Sastra. It is derived from the dhatu de TN . Inthe shloka
below, Tantra is aptly defined as,

I e demeE -]
ATOF < ol TEATA AT (e TSe

Meaning “An entity which is instrumented for ability to get expansion as
per the necessity and is useful to maintain and hold different aspects
concerned with the subject.”

The term “yukti’ is derived from the dhatu ?ﬁﬂ{zhﬁ
Yukti is yojana or planning.
e T s 3t g e 107
Tantrayukti is a tool which achieves,
FTFIIAARSIT = 11

Accordingly, the purpose of Tantrayukti is to connect sentences and to give
clarification and expansion of the hidden ideas which can be achieved
through,

1. Vakya-yojana — Rearrangement of the Sentences and
2. Artha-yojana — Rearrangement of meaning of the Sentences.
Definition of Tantrayukti

Tantryukti is defined by many scholars. Some of the definitions are cited
below:

1.Plan of a treatise®
2.Forms of Scientific argument?©
3.Formal elements which gave form to a scientific work!!

4.Methodology in Sanskrit texts on science?
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These tools called Tantraykti-s are extensively used in Ayurvedic Texts. We
can see the usage of Tantrayukti in other Sastras also. As treatises in
grammar constitute a major part of our Sastra tradition, we can be certain of
their usage in grammar texts too. Of the many grammar texts in this
tradition, Trimuni Vyakaranam is the most celebrated. Trimuni
Vyakaranam comprises of Astadhyayt by Panini Maharshi, Vartikas by
Katyayana and Mahabhasya by Patafjali.

Mahabhasya being the most celebrated and THTOT-I2T on grammar is also

the encyclopaedia of Indian life and culture. Hence it was chosen for the
study of Tantrayukti-s.

Analysis of Mahabhasya

Different aspects of Mahabhasya are considered for the study of
Tantrayukti. They are,

1. Methodological Aspect

While studying the construction of Mahabhasya, 32 Tantrayukti-s have
been considered. In the 15" Adhikarana of Arthashatra, Koutilya lists out
Tantaryukti-s along with their definitions. Based on these definitions
Tantrayukti-s are marked in the first three Ahnikas of Mahabhasya for the
present paper. Of the 32 tantrayukti-s enlisted by Koutilya, we see the
employment of only some of the Tantrayukti-s extensively in Bhasya.

Composition of Bhasya

To understand the usage of Tantrayukti, the composition of Bhasya can be
seen in three dimensions. They are it’s

1. Structure,

2. Content and

3. Refinement of language

Tantrayukti-s which are used in each of these are shown in the table below.

Table 1. Composition of Bhasya
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Structure Content Refinement of
Language
%PHHT[ SY: e
Ie Tead: T
én Tehlrd: TR
EELE] T sttt
IAYET: IS T
STfsRT-aTaETIT ot
HANTATET0TH, g
fer: forrea:
a7 oot
qagh SAEATTH
Fraet,
SAIHAH
ot
S
Structure

The yukti-s for structuring of bhasya are 11 in number. But all of these
yukti-s are not extensively used by Patafijali. For structuring the bhasya, he
follows a perticular methodology where 9 tantrayukti-s are used widely.
These yukti-s for structuring the thesis fall in pair.

RIAIUTH and [EFYTTH are for title and contents. With these two Yukti-s

bhasyakara gives the title to be discussed and contents which will be taken
up for study. A Title may be the main Heading or in the case of bhasya,

Vartikas can also be considered as 3T[RThYUTH as many concepts are studied
under a Vartika.

E??T: and f3&er: are listing and elaborating. E?.’QT: is like check points to
say what is in each section. Through this Yukti classification and sequence

is established. TELT: is where each classification is dealt with individually.
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Assertive statements are also marked as TGT:. TG is widely used by

bhasyakara to explain concepts.

q‘\'cj'qﬂ : and 3<YU&T: are Against and For arguments of topic under

discussion. Bhasyakara uses these two extensively. Mahabhasya is a text
written in the style of Vada. So these Yukti-s come in handy to critically
correct the objections. Various views on the subject are put forth and
refuted.

3 iaiﬁlralafﬁvl?[ and 3-1?|'I?'IFI'I?T&:I'U'I?=[ are used by bhasyakara at the place

where he wants to elaborate. It may be earlier or later.
Content

Around 15 Tantrayukti-s are marked for Content creation. Of these
Tantrayukti-s €3, geael:, Fasim, sTves:, Ui, =Reamy, w=a;,
fope:, fowed=r:, fofa: are mainly found. These markings help us to
understand the way concepts have been explained by Bhasyakara. A doubt
or question is raised first. Before concluding with a f&0Ta:, he gives reasons

to substantiate the facts, facts are explained through illustrations, rules are
stated, previous references are given, facts are clubbed together, optional

rules are given, exceptions, advises are stated and finally he gives faoT:

or BHEYed:. By marking of Tantrayukti-s, the style of bhasyakara can be

easily understood.
Refinement of Language
Around 6 tantrayukti-s can be seen here. Of them T, uery: , ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ{

are mainly found in bhasya. IT9T: to connect the sentenses, Terd: to clarify

meanings of the words, ﬁ?fl?«l?l?[ for etymology are seen which help in the

refinement of language.
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2.Analytical Aspect - Usage of Tantrayukti-s to discover the
patterns of Bhasya

Graph 1. Statistics on Tantrayukti in Sentences of Bhasya
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If the graph above is observed, g, @:, fader:, zad:,
A, RGO, UIUsT:, 3uUsl:, HFAd:, U,

N

gATUTAH, fA0TT:, 3USRr: and Wehled: are the most used Tantrayukti-s

in Bhasya. By observing these Tantrayukti-s, the pattern followed by
Bhasyakara can be discovered.

To explain concepts, he generally follows the pattern of RIhIUTH
ATEAAH, HAA:, YJUeT:, FFAG:, 3uUaT:, a¥:, fAqdad,
fager:, wASH, UHed:, FATUEH, 3Ucer:, fAUT:. This pattern

may slightly vary according to the concept to be explained.

Table 2. An example to show the pattern used in Bhasya.
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T AT TEAAT AT - ATHR P 3f = _explanation
T & qe-Icgeg SR, e W T ? gwrr: Doubt

BRI Gl iE FifrRen Topic

T TR TEALTSTAT: et Topic
et =TsIferater: STeAfa e explanation
TSR IEE 3fd AT

T & T wa SreariaE [ETE

% afe? = Doubt
SARAAL T

T 9 Aea ot el e vafd wEer: prima facie argument
T HAATH FTETIRTH AR Jfg:, 3T, U 31 ey explanation
% afe? = Doubt

N

e afg vee: faofa: conclusion

Graph 2. Statistics on Tantrayukti between Sentences
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In between sentences also this pattern can be seen. These patterns make the
understanding of Bhasya easier.

3.Interpretational Aspect - Usage of Tantrayukti as a tool which
help in interpreting and understanding the insights of Bhasya.

Bhasya’s feature is said thus,

FATT AUHA T TAUTTATII: |
TAURTH = qUd=d T Hreafaar fag: |

In Mahabhasya, Patafijali-maharshi follows a very intersting narrative
interspersed with certain catch words, illustrations and reasoning from
Loukika as well as Vaidika background.

His usage of words are a great help in marking Tantrayukti and in turn, we
can understand the text in a specific manner.

1. When he wants raise a question(FR:) , he begins with phrases like
Tk =a:, fob = ., o aif, 1o shmeomy, o6 vty o6 = armomy, fok framerg, fo =,
o eI, o, e afe, o gAReH ete.

2. When he wants to introduce the prima facie view, he begins with
sentences like,

T AT Y i, 7 = WA Al Afe afe At T SHTom, {6 mor
foRa? etc.

3. To explain reasons, he begins with,

Fd TAq_ 2, AT HRIATY i, T F o iaaemr 380, T I7: FE T
fgeTes 3]

4. When optional rules have to be given, sentences begin with 37dT,
asin

HYST VATEH: T, ST Ik TaT dlgare:
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5. Bhasyakara is very fond of giving illustrations. Each concept is
illustrated properly to give clear understanding. d¢JT is the word with
which he begins the illustrations.

This way, a lot of examples can be given. Through these phrases,
Tantrayukti-s can be easily identified and by knowing the Lakshana of
Tantrayukti, intended meaning of the sentence can be understood. Thus
Tantrayukti-s help us in interpreting and understanding the sentences of
Bhasya.

Cconclusion

Indian knowledge System is a treasure house of knowledge. To pass on
knowledge from generation to generation, a well-structured I=r-fmfor-ugfa

should be in place. Our ancestors answer for this was Tantrayukti.
Tantrayukti-s are those tools that help an author to present his ideas in the
form of a systematic text. By the study of Mahabhasya, it can be concluded
that Tantrayukti-s are definitely practiced in the composition of Bhasya.

For future study,
1.All the ahnikas of Mahabhasya can be taken up for Tantrayukti analysis.
2. Structural analysis of different texts can be done based on Tantrayukti-s.

3.Tantrayukti-s should be learnt as part of course-work, so that thesis can
be written systematically.

To conclude, “Tantrayukti-s are tools that can bridge the gap between
Sastras.”

BEETICE

[N

1QAIhASEAT 183,3CAT: 5, dGleddN:

2 Tantrayukti is explained in the 15" Adhikarana of Koutilya’s ArthaSastra

3 Tantrayukti is explained in the 12t chapter of Siddhisthanam in Charaka Sambhita
4 Tantrayukti is explained in the 65 chapter of Uttara-Tantra in Suérutasamhita

5> Tantrayukti is explained in the 6" chapter of Third Kanda

& fSramTH -deATadR -UTerd 1.115
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7 -G 11

8 gHa-Afear 65/4

9 Shamashastry 1909:459
10 Vidyabhushana 1921:24
11 Obberhammer 1968:600
12 Sharma KV 2006:30
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